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The guiding principle of the Crespo Foundation

Our role is to provide encouragement to people at crucial times in their
personal development and to motivate them to realise their potential and
take responsibility for themselves and for others:
• In our key activity of educational support, we empower people
who wish to advance their own education and careers.
• In our key activity of family, we empower families with babies and small 		
children so that they can have a good start in life.
• In our key activity of aesthetic education, we empower organisations in 		
which children and young people discover and develop their creative
potential.
• In our key activity of art, we empower and encourage artists in their
professional development and create contexts in which they can present
their work to as wide a public as possible.
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Our activities are mainly concentrated in the Frankfurt area, the Rhine-Main
region and the state of Hesse, where we work towards establishing urgently
needed support and funding structures for the long term. These are designed
with our cooperation partners to be models that can easily be implemented in
other locations without the requirement for much adaptation.
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KEY ACTIVITY
EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT
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SABA
TELLUS

Education grants for female migrants

Developing career prospects and looking ahead to a future that they can determine themselves is often difficult for women who are migrants or have had to
flee. Poor knowledge of German, limited information about education, precarious living conditions and discrimination can all be barriers to access. With its
SABA education grant scheme for female migrants, the Crespo Foundation
gives female migrants in the Rhine-Main area aged between 18 and 35 a second
chance at education and the opportunity to get a school-leaving qualification.
By easing their financial burden, providing educational opportunities and advice
as well as through networking and exchanges, the recipients of these grants are
supported in laying down an important foundation for their future.
The funding is for a period of up to three years and alongside school fees,
travel costs and childcare also pays for learning materials and coaching. Among
other things, the Foundation offers recipients of the grants training on how to
apply for jobs, coaching, creative projects and cultural offers, as well as individual advice and support.
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teaching together
learning from each other

TELLUS is a programme that enables students and specialist staff at vocational
schools to teach together and learn from each other.
As part of the TELLUS programme, vocational schools have the opportunity
to receive support from multiprofessional teams of students in their classes
for lateral transfer students (refugees, immigrants and late resettlers) for an academic year. It is a means of supporting not just the students but the teaching
staff and specialists in socio-educational assistance too.
TELLUS is a cooperation with vocational schools, the Goethe University
Frankfurt, the Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences, the University of Giessen,
the Technical University of Darmstadt, the Darmstadt University of Applied
Sciences, the Evangelical Association for Youth Social Work in Frankfurt am Main
and the Society for Youth Employment. It is supported by the Heraeus Education Foundation, the Goethe University Frankfurt and the JPMorgan Chase
Foundation.
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KEY ACTIVITY
FAMILY

12

BABYLOTSE
FRANKFURT
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Around 12,000 children are born in Frankfurt every year. Around a third of
parents would be keen to have more information and professional advice on
everything to do with having a baby. Some of them are exposed to stresses
and strains that in some circumstances may also have an adverse impact on the
baby’s development. Unfortunately, when they need support, not all families are
able to access suitable offers from family education facilities or advice centres.
Baby Guides in maternity clinics are specialists who assist parents seeking
help. The advice from the Baby Guides is always voluntary, free and available
to any family who comes to one of the participating clinics to give birth.
Babylotse Frankfurt is a project initiated by the Crespo Foundation, the
Polytechnic Foundation of Frankfurt am Main, aqtivator gGmbH and the City
of Frankfurt am Main.
The operational project sponsor is Frankfurt’s Child Protection Agency,
Babylotse Frankfurt in close collaboration with participating maternity clinics,
and the Family-Oriented Aftercare Hamburg SeeYou Foundation.
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SPONSORSHIP PROJECTS
FAMILY AND
EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT

In the field of education and social affairs, the
Crespo Foundation is primarily involved with
projects and facilities that allow equal social
participation and personal development. These
are for everyone, particularly those going through
difficult times in their lives and facing significant
challenges. Among other things we support the
building of refuges with FeM e.V. and the children’s palliative care team in Frankfurt’s Dignity
Centre.
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KEY ACTIVITY
AESTHETIC EDUCATION

THE FLYING ARTIST’S ROOM
KINDERTANZT!
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Children and young people are creative and want to design things. For this to
happen their creativity needs to be encouraged – ideally in the place where
they spend a large part of their time, namely in school. So why not simply take
art and culture directly to the children in the playground?
This is where “The Flying Artist’s Room” comes in. The Crespo Foundation
in cooperation with the Hesse Ministry of Culture (HKM), the Hesse Ministry of
Science and Art (HMWK) and the respective schools and districts run this
programme in situ to encourage cultural development in schools across the
state on a long-term basis, particularly in rural areas.
An artist makes a guest appearance in the “Flying Artist’s Room” in the
playground. The mobile accommodation/studio and the presence of artists
allow the children to encounter the arts in day-to-day school life and stimulate
their development in school as part of an integrated education.
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www.fliegendes-kuenstlerzimmer.de
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KINDERTANZT! provides on-the-job training in dance communication for
education specialists on the basis of the guidelines in Hesse’s learning and
education plan for children aged 0 to 10.
It is based on the belief that movement is the very first form of awareness
and expression in humans and that it significantly influences how children
think and act as they develop. Therefore since 2007, the Crespo Foundation
has been bringing dance into children’s settings such as nurseries, primary
schools and teacher training schools. In 2011 the Foundation and the RhineMain Dance Platform developed the external training programme KitaTanz,
which in 2021 was renamed KINDERTANZT!.

22

23

FUNDING PROJECTS
AESTHETIC EDUCATION
Beyond its own operational formats, the
Crespo Foundation promotes and supports
projects and programmes, particularly in the
area of aesthetic education, that allow children and young people to be included and
involved in creative processes. At the same
time artists are encouraged to develop their
skills at the interface of art and aesthetic
education in nurseries, schools and universities - for example through Ästhetische
Bildung@IEMA on the master’s course at the
International Ensemble Modern Academy at
Frankfurt University of Music and Performing
Arts, the Early Childhood Cultural Education
Network, “KreativLabor” at the Charles
Hallgarten School in Frankfurt, Music Mentors for Hesse and FFF Junior.
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KEY ACTIVITY
ART

WORTMELDUNGEN
PRIZE
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The Wortmeldungen literary prize for short critical writing is an annual award
given by the Crespo Foundation. Carrying prize money of 35,000 euros, it is
awarded for excellent literary short texts exploring topical sociopolitical issues.
The sponsorship award of 15,000 euros is attached to the literature award
and is designed to motivate young writers to examine the theme of the winning
text and formulate their own literary position. As well as providing substantial
support to artists, the award provides a platform for artistic experimentation and
exploration. By honouring critical texts on relevant topical issues, literature is
given a strong voice in the public debate.
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www.wortmeldungen.org
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FUNDING PROJECTS
ART

In the field of art, in addition to running its
own projects the Crespo Foundation supports
organisations and institutions that enable
artistic professionalisation. Along with its partners, it provides contexts in which young artists
can develop and present their work. Over and
above this formats are created in which young
artists can exchange ideas with more established artists.
These projects include “Together with Music”
and “Chamber Music Connects the World” at
the Kronberg Academy, the “Schauspiel Studio
Year” at the Frankfurt University of Music and
Performing Arts and municipal theatre company
Schauspiel Frankfurt, and the Comic Art Summer
Academy at Caricatura Kassel.
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OUR FOUNDER

ULRIKE CRESPO
Ulrike Crespo (20 December 1950 – 7 October 2019) was a photographer,
psychologist and philanthropist.
She established the Frankfurt-based Crespo Foundation as a charitable
foundation under civil law to help people flourish as individuals, unleash
their creative potential, take their destiny into their own hands and be
responsible for themselves and for others. With this mission she promoted the personal, professional and creative development of numerous
individuals and families on a lasting basis. With great personal dedication,
Ulrike Crespo developed her foundation into a significant institution in
the German foundation sector.
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